Sermon Notes—Perfecting Prayer:

Prayer and Faith at Work In the Church
“Without faith it is impossible
to please God.”

A. Prayer Within the Church James 5:13-16

1. Praying For Self James 5:13

2. Elders Pray for the Sick James 5:14-15
o« M #9$ %
$ & %

e o o o o
~

2

3. Pray for Each Other James 5:16
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B. What Kind of Prayer Is Needed?
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1. Praying in Faith
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Mark 11:24; John 16:24; Mat 7:7; Phil 4:6
o All believers are called to pray in faith
Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
Mark 11:24
o All have been given a measure of faith for giftedness
...as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. Rom 12:3
e We need to ask the Lord to increase our faith
And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith."
Luke 17:5
e How do you know you’ve prayed in faith?
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What is the Prayer of Faith?

2. The Prayer of Faith
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The prayer of faith is an empowerment of faith by the Holy Spirit:
We have in * 2 2 <
Mark 11:23-24, = >720
1 Cor 12:9, and
13:2, James . , ,
5:15...
an unbroken
line of teaching * 3 1
about a gift of
faith that
enables a person

to pray a $
completely % D

assured prayer
because God

See John Piper Desiring
God desiringGod.com for
support of this view. “The
Elders, the People, and
the Prayer of Faith”
March 11, 1990
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THE gift of healing
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I " The Father will continue the work of His Son through His disci-
B0 g " ples. After His return in resurrection power the Son will manifest /
Himself through these who are united with Him in faith. Their I
8 works will glorify the Father in a continuing harvest.
( ) Itisonlyas these disciples pray in the name of Jesus, in union
] with Him, that glory will come to the Father. And the mighty work
* begun in Jesus will continue and expand. The test of all Christian
L) prayer is whether it is in the name of Jesus, offered out of our life
' O in Him, and gives glory to the Father. Can we be trusted with the $3 E 256 "
name of Jesus as He was with the Father's name? So much of what 8 Hoi '
we do in the church is temporary and frenzied. It may win compli- :
ments and approval from other church people, but it does not give 4131

glory to God, nor does it last.
(The Preachers Commentary John 14:12-14)

"Only those who see the invisible can attempt the impossible.”
Dick Eastman
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